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Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 November 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on April 29. 2005 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to the applicants' election filed on Nov. 9, 2006. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicants' election of the species of Figures 1-6, claims 1-3 and 4-21 being readable 
thereon is also acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election 
without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Applicants' reason for traverse that the instant application contains a generic claim and 
reserves the right to file a divisional application on the non-elected claims is acknowledged; 
however, not a proper traverse for a restriction requirement. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1.98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other information 
submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, "the list may not be 
incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a separate paper." Therefore, unless 
the references have been cited by the examiner on form PTO-892, they have not been 
considered. 

Drawings 

3. Figures 8-10 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawing sheets are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) 
should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to 
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obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "COMPRESSOR FOR REFRIGERATOR-FREEZER 
HAVING A POROUS MEMBER BETWEEN ROTATION MOTOR AND COMPRESSION 
MECHANISM". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
Claims 9, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 9, 12 and 15, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it 

is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 

MPEP § 2173.05(d); the phrase "the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) 

include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "the like"), thereby rendering 

the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP §2173.05(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by any one 
of Ozu et al. (Ozu) (Patent Number 5,782,622) or Arai et al. (Arai) (Publication Number JP 56- 
165788). 

Regarding claims 1-3, Ozu (as shown in Figs. 1-8) or Arai (as shown in Figs .4-6) 
discloses a compressor comprising a compression mechanism (40 in Ozu; 3, 4 in Arai) for 
compressing working fluid, a rotational motor including a stator (31 in Ozu; 12 in Arai), a rotor 
(32 in Ozu; 1 1 in Arai) for driving the compression mechanism and a container (20 in Ozu; 30 in 
Arai) for accommodating the compression mechanism and the rotational motor, in which the 
compressed working fluid flows from the compression mechanism to the rotational motor, the 
container includes a discharge pipe (not numbered; however, clearly seen in Fig. 1 in Ozu; 40 in 
Arai) on the opposite side of the compression mechanism with respect to the rotational motor, 
and the compressed working fluid flows from the rotational motor to the discharge pipe, wherein 
a space between the compression mechanism/discharge pipe and the rotational motor is defined 
by a porous member (50, 50A, SOB - see col. 6, line 32-38 in Ozu; 39 in Arai). 

Regarding claims 4-8, Ozu or Arai discloses the porous member is mounted on an 
element other than the rotor and a shaft (33 in Ozu; 8 in Arai) fixed to the rotor; the compression 
mechanism (40 in Ozu; 3, 4 in Arai) including a bearing member (42, 43 in Ozu; 9 in Arai) 
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which supports the shaft, and the porous member is mounted on the bearing member; the bearing 
member (42, 43 in Ozu) including a projection provided on a side of the rotational motor (30 in 
Ozu), and the porous member is mounted on a groove formed in an outer peripheral surface of 
the projection; the porous member (50, 50A, 50B in Ozu; 39 in Arai) being mounted on an inner 
wall of the container (20 in Ozu; 30 in Arai); the compression mechanism (40 in Ozu; in Arai) 
including a bearing member (42, 43 in Ozu) which supports the shaft (33 in Ozu) and an 
auxiliary bearing member (43 in Ozu) which supports the shaft together with the bearing member 
from both sides of the shaft on the opposite side from the bearing member with respect to the 
rotor. 

Regarding claims 9-14, Ozu or Arai discloses wherein the porous member (50, 50A, 50B 
in Ozu; 39 in Arai) is made of porous material; the porous member (50, 50A, 50B in Ozu; 39 in 
Arai) being formed into a plate-like shape; a central portion of the porous member being thicker 
than an outer periphery of the porous member (see Fig. 8 in Ozu); the porous member (39 in 
Arai) being made of mesh (see Fig. 3 in Arai) the mesh being enveloped by a plate member 
having an opening; a central portion of the mesh being higher density than that of an outer 
periphery of the mesh. 

Regarding claims 15-19 and 21, Ozu or Arai discloses porous member is made of porous 
plate (50, 50A, 50B in Ozu; 39 in Arai); the porous plate comprising a plurality of porous plates 
laminated on one another (50, 50A, SOB in Ozu; 39 in Arai); the porous plate (50, 50A, SOB in 
Ozu; 39 in Arai) having holes, and a diameter of a hole closer to a central portion of the porous 
plate is smaller than that of a hole closer to an outer periphery of the porous plate; the porous 
member (50, 50A, SOB in Ozu; 39 in Arai) being made of non-magnetic material; the porous 
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member (50, 50A, 50B in Ozu; 39 in Arai) being made of insulative material; the compression 
mechanism (40 in Ozu) being of a rotary type. 

Claim Rejections -55 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ozu in view of 
Matsumoto et al. (Matsumoto) (Patent Number 6,592,347). 

Ozu discloses the invention as recited above; however, Ozu fails to disclose the working 
fluid is carbon dioxide. Matsumoto teaches that it is conventional in the art to utilize carbon 
dioxide being used as the working fluid (see abstract). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have utilized the carbon dioxide, 
as taught by Matsumoto in the Ozu apparatus, since the use thereof would have improved the 
performance and the efficiency of the compressor. 
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Prior Art 

The IDS (PTO-1449) filed on April 29, 2005 has been considered. Ah initialized copy is 
attached hereto. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure and consists of six patents: Harlin et al. (U.S. Patent Number Re 27,691), Harlin et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 3,684,412), Nagasaku et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,447,196), Mangyo et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,402,655), Awashima et al. (Publication Number JP 05-288179), and 
Arai et al. (Publication Number JP 59-034494), each further discloses a state of the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa Trieu whose telephone number is 571-272-4868. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am- 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E. Denion can be reached on 571-272-4859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Theresa Trieu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3748 



